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(Editor's Note: Media are invited to attend any Reunion Weekend event. The weekend is sold
out and not open to the public.)
RECORD CROWD EXPECTED AT REUNION WEEKEND; '60S BAND REUNITES,
MORE THAN 100 COUPLES TO RENEW VOWS BEFORE "MARRIAGE PRIEST"
DAYTON, Ohio -Rock and roll never dies.
Just ask members of The Kings English, a wildly popular campus band in the late 1960s
during the Woodstock era. They no longer sport Beatles' haircuts and open-neck white shirts
with cravats, but their nostalgic brand of music endures.
They'll take a step back in time when they reunite at the University of Dayton's sold-out
Reunion Weekend and play a repertoire of classic '60s music at the 1969 class party at 8:30
p.m. on Friday. June 11. in the Kennedy Union Ballroom.
"I'll always be younger than Mick Jagger, and he's still rocking and rolling/' jokes
drummer Joe DiGrazia, 57. "When we played together at Reunion Weekend in 1999, you
couldn't write a better script. We started with 50 people in Kennedy Union Plaza and ended
up with about 500 by the time we finished our first set."
Adds band member Bob Calzetta: "We're very excited about the weekend. We've been
practicing and sharing music remotely to get ready. All of us are in different states, but we
share the same love for music. Five years ago, everyone commented that the music brought them
back to the old days. It was like we never left."
In all, a record 1,800 alumni and guests will reconnect with old classmates June 11-13
during UD' s annual Reunion Weekend. More than 100 couples will renew their wedding vows
at 4 p.m. on Saturday. June 12. in the Immaculate Conception Chapel. The Rev. Norbert
Burns, S.M., UD's "marriage priest," will offer the special blessing. He's taught a popular
"Christian Marriage" course to about a third of UD's alumni over the past four decades. In a
new event about 1,100 people are expected to attend a casual"porch party" on the McGinnis
Center lawn at 7 p.m. on Saturday. June 12. It will be catered by Milano's and feature two
15-foot-high mock front porches that will serve as a backdrop for casual photos.
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For the 200 returning members of the class of 1969 The Kings English will offer a
nostalgic trip back in time. That's the year Richard Nixon was inaugurated president, Neil
Armstrong walked on the moon- and more than half a million people gathered in upstate New
York near Woodstock for an infamous four days of rock 'n' roll.
"We played at the height of the British Invasion," DiGrazia says. "We had a Beatles
repertoire. We played the Rolling Stones, Buddy Holly, Elvis Presley. People loved us because
we all sang. I was big on Doo Wop."
The Kings English released several records and performed at college venues in the
Midwest on weekends. They opened for Ohio Players, a funkadelic band. They played at high
schools and at bridal shows at the old Rike's store downtown, now the site of the Schuster
Center. Local disc jockey Steve Kirk spun their records on WING Radio.
"RCA in New York wanted to sign us up, but when we graduated, we went here, there
and yonder," says DiGrazia, who teaches band and musical theatre at Fox Lane Middle School
in Bedford, N.Y. The other three chose non-music paths, though Glenn Dryden, who teaches
elementary school in the Detroit area, plays in a Blues Brothers tribute band. Robert Miele is a
prosecuting attorney for the military court of appeals in Washington, D.C., and Calzetta is a
senior systems engineer for Lockheed Martin in Baltimore.
The group reunited for the first time in 1982 when Miele suggested they record an album
of music he wrote called "Circle of Friends." Fifteen years passed. When DiGrazia turned 50
in 1997, he asked for a special gift. "I wanted all the guys in The Kings English to get back
together and play. I asked the guys if they'd come in, and they said yes. It was like we'd never
left."
Since then, the band has reunited every summer. "We get together for block parties,
weddings, you name it. We'll sing for the neighbors. Whoever needs a party band in the
summer, we're there," DiGrazia says.
"We just decided life is too short. Why don't we get together and play?"
Their friendship is based on harmony. "It all stemmed from the music," DiGrazia says.
"We're just great friends."
-30For media interviews about The Kings English, call Joe DiGrazia at (914) 533-6581. For
information about Reunion Weekend, call Courtney Deutsch at (937) 229-3299 or see
http:/ I alumni.udayton.edu/ ep_reunionweekend.asp. For a photo of The Kings English, see
http:/ I alumni.udayton.edu/ classof1969.asp.

